Closing Prayer/Activity: Real People in a Real Church

· Everyone stand and move to a large open space in the room.  Form one tight circle and then take 8 steps backward.  Listen to the following statements and move accordingly if it applies to you.
· Move one step closer if you have ever helped someone, just to be nice.
· Move one step closer if you have ever prayed for someone.
· Move one step closer if you have ever been honest when it would have been easier to tell a lie.
· Move one step back if you have ever broken one of the Ten Commandments.
· Move one step forward if you have ever believed in someone when nobody else would.
· Move one step back if you have ever pretended not to see someone in need.
· Move one step closer if you have ever helped a stranger.
· Move one step back if you have ever hurt someone – whether you meant to or not.
· Move one step closer if you have ever talked about God with someone.
· Move one step closer if you have ever consciously done something to help with the environment.  
· Move one step back if you have ever neglected family members to be with friends. 
· Move one step back if you have ever put anyone down for any reason.
· Move one step closer if you have ever given anyone a sincere compliment.
· Move one step closer if you have ever said to a friend or family member, “I love you,” and meant it.
LEADER:     Close your eyes for a moment and think.  What do you truly, deeply care about in life?   (pause)

     Human beings were created by God to be in relationship.  We are one with the earth, with one another, and with God.  As individuals in a family and church community, we must assume certain responsibilities in God’s world.

     Although none of us are perfect, we bring all we are to give for God’s service.  May our parish families try to reflect the goodness that is in each of us and forgive us when we fail.

     We ask this in Jesus’ name.                                                AMEN
