Year of Mercy
Activities
	April:  Counsel and Advise the Doubtful

	Activity Title: Counsel and Advise the Doubtful

	Age Group: Grades 9-12/ high school

	Description Summary:


	Students will engage in meaningful exercises to appreciate the human condition to doubt, and to hope.

	Get Ready: 
· Prep Time 
· Supplies Needed


	Adult catechist/ facilitator will prepare a setting with comfortable chairs and or table seating appropriate or young people.
Newsprint and markers, poster boards, crayons, colored pencils tape or sticky post it notes are already in the meeting space.

Duplicate the article from the Year of Mercy April handout.

	Instructions:


	Begin with welcoming the students, and inquiring about their week.
Following their comments about activities and events,  ask:

     Did anything happen in your life or in the life of someone they know, or in the life of someone in the news that seems unbelievable?   Wait for examples.

     Catechist is prepared to give examples from current events if students do not have their own ideas.

     Following discussion, with catechist continuing the questioning of unbelievable events, ask students in small groups to draw pictures of things that are not physical.  How will imagination have to “fill in” what we cannot see, touch or feel?    Can we smell some things that are invisible?  Can we taste things?   Can we hear something without seeing it?
Allow students to discuss their projects in small groups.   The small groups present their drawings in large group.

Catechist will encourage challenges among groups for their pictorial expressions of invisible things.

Distribute copies of the April handout for the year of mercy.   Ask students to read silently, and jot down some reactions, or possible connections with their earlier project.   
When everyone appears to have completed the individual task, ask the students to relate matters of faith to everyday life.   Ask how they can be instruments of reassurance to others who may question, or doubt.   How can they be open to persons around them to counsel them in their own wondering?  Can they identify someone who is a model of hope and trust that they admire?

Discussion may lead to some signs of hope, in a world that is doubting.

Catechist closes conversation with a compassionate view toward human nature, yet the capacity to hope and trust in Jesus through study, prayer and listening to people with more experience in living the Catholic way of life.
Closing prayer:

Scripture passage to learn by heart:

Sirach1:1   “All wisdom is from the Lord, and with Him it remains forever.”

Use the scripture verse as a mantra, or as a response to spontaneous 
intercessions from the students.

Pray the Our Father, and conclude with a sign of peace-  

A visible sign of an invisible reality.



	Ideas:

(If there are any creative options that can be added to this program, e.g., watching a related movie/video, adding a field trip or service component, etc., explain one-two of those here.)
	See the list of dvds from the year of mercy resources

	Promote:

(A few quick ideas for marketing this program to young adults involved with your parish and those who are outside your parish)
	Flyers, bulletin announcements, text blasts, and facebook page.

	Recommends:

(This is where any helpful handouts, service outlines, sample prayers, etc., can go)
	See the attachment from doy.org  April reflection


1. Size of group this program is for (give us a number range): 6-30
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