1. Lesson Title: Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man    Matthew 2: 1-12
              Grade Level:  5

2. 5.1.7:  Reflect on the life and teaching of Jesus, particularly the miracle accounts and parables, and apply their message to the Christian life.
5.1.5 give examples from the New Testament which form the basis of the Church‘s understanding and celebration of the sacraments
3. Special Room Enhancements: The kids can draw at their desk, floor, or rug.
4. Seating Arrangement: Students are gathered around on the rug as we watch the youtube video of “The Healing of the Paralyzed Man,” and again when the Miracle of the Campbell, OH boy story and the role of the Oblate Sisters are read. (I will highlight the sections.)The link to the Catholic Exponent article is below. 
5. Materials List: “The Healing of the Paralyzed Man” youtube video, laptop, projector,  scissors, construction paper, lined notebook paper, colored pencils, and/or crayons, pencil, Catholic Exponent article. (Mark 2: 1-12 in case the youtube video or internet is not available, we will use a Bible.)
6. Detailed description of lesson (steps). Before we watch the video, I want the students to focus on healing and forgiveness and how they are similar. Jesus states in the video, “Why are you thinking such things? Is it easier to forgive sins than it is to heal?” Next, watch the video. Following the video, each student must work independently on the activity. Each student will recall one time in their lives when they were ill or a family member was ill, and they did not think that they would ever get better. (Flu, cold, broken arm, and surgery examples are fine. Sometimes I get serious stroke and cancer responses as well. )  Then proceed to #7. 
7. At least one activity, craft, game, etc.  The students are to fold construction paper to create four blocks. The students are to draw/sketch the illness, recovery, and prayer scenes on the construction paper squares. They may use colored pencils or markers to add color. Each student must write one paragraph on the lined notebook paper explaining illness, healing, forgiveness that is going on in their drawing. Was prayer included? If so, which prayer or rosary? And, who prayed? 
After #7, I will provide an opportunity for students to share their drawings and explain their activity with the class. 
 After everyone has finished, one student will read the miracle of the Campbell, Ohio boy and the role of the Oblate Sisters. (I saw this on WFMJ-TV 21 News last winter and was unable to find the video clip.) This article is long. I would limit the article to the part about the drowning, and belief of the doctors that the boy would not survive, and the prayers of the Oblate Sisters.  One point that I would add that is not in the article, but was on the news: ALL doctors said that the young boy would NOT recover without serious brain injury. The doctors that worked on him were Catholic, Non-Catholic, and of NO faith.  ALL doctors agreed that his full recovery was truly a miracle. 
The article was in the Catholic Exponent. Below is the link. doyorg.ipage.com/files/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1660:local-healing-judged-a-miracle-advances-beatification-for-oblate-foundress&catid=36:diocesan-news&Itemid=53
Next, ask if the students can make connections between their activity, The Campbell, OH boy, and “The Healing of the Paralyzed Man?” video.  (I want the students to make as many connections together as a class as possible.)

And finally, if needed, I would help the students make the connection of forgiveness of the paralyzed man’s sin and the healing that Jesus gave. The obvious healing in the video is that the man was paralyzed and now he can walk. The obvious healing of the Campbell, OH boy is that he was NOT expected to recover without serious brain injury if he survived, and he made a full recovery. In the video of “The Healing of the Paralyzed Man,” Jesus was present to forgive the sins of the paralyzed man. In the story of the Campbell, OH boy the Oblate Sisters and the community came together to pray and deepen all of our relationships with Jesus. (This forgiveness is the part that the kids might have trouble with.) Today we rely on our faith that our sins will be forgiven. Today we believe that our body and soul will be healed by Jesus and that belief means to us that Jesus is the Son of God. In the video of “The Paralyzed Man,” Jesus’ healing of body and soul showed us that he was the Son of God.
8. Links to online video resources: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LqHYkGU4Zg
. 

