	Month/Theme: May / Visiting the Homebound or Imprisoned

	Activity Title: Visiting the Homebound

	Age Group: Grades 1-2

	Description Summary:


	Children will hear the story of The Lion and the Bird by Marianne Dubuc (Picture Book) in which a lonely lion nurses and ailing bird back to health, and both benefit from the friendship. Children will talk about friendships with parishioners who are homebound and then make cards for them.

	Get Ready: 
· Prep Time Required 
· Volunteers Necessary 
· Reserve a space 

· Supplies Needed
	1. Borrow the book from the Public Library or Diocesan Library. 
2. Get names and addresses or parishioners who are homebound or in Nursing Homes form the church office. 
3. Supplies: White or light colored card stock, construction paper in various colors, crayons or markers, glue, scissors.

	Instructions:


	· Ask the children if they know anyone who is ill or older and doesn’t get to leave the house often. Ask: How do you think these folks feel?
· Ask the children if they have ever been sick at home for a while. What was it like?

· Tell the students that Jesus wants us to visit and help people when they are sick.  Ask: How did Jesus help people who were ill? 

· Read the story and ask these questions:

·        How did the lion help the bird?

·        How did the bird help the lion?

·        What things did the lion and bird do together?

·        How did the bird show that her cared about the lion after the bird left?

· Tell children that they will be making cards for people who are older or ill and are not able to get out of the house often.

· Give children supplies and the name of one or two parishioners, so they can personalize their card.   Help children fold and get ideas for their cards.

	Ideas:


	As a follow-up, children and their parents can visit the person to whom their card was sent!

	Recommends:


	Connect with the parish’s Homebound Ministry Team to deliver the cards, and consider connecting the child’s family with the person’s Homebound Ministry visitor.  Perhaps families can develop a long-term relationship with the person they visit.
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